
SECTION ONE: THE ABBEY 

1. WELCOME TO KYLEMORE ABBEY, YOUR FIRST TASK IS TO LISTEN AND LOOK!
As you enter under the granite arch you will hear lots of sounds, digging, talking and the sound of horses 
and cartwheels. Does this make  you think of people hard at work building a castle? Look on the timeline 
and �nd the year the castle was built. Look up can you see the delivery man on his cart bringing produce to 
the castle kitchen.

2. GO THROUGH THE GLASSDOOR WAY INTO THE WELCOME ROOM
�is used to be the kitchen, �rst for the Henry family who lived here and later for the nuns and school girls.
See if you can �nd the special table that butter was made on and can you �nd the list of all the di�erent 
types of sta� who worked here? 

3. CONTINUE TO THE NEXT ROOM WHERE THE STORY OF THE
BENEDICTINE NUNS WHO LIVE AT KYLEMORE BEGINS.
�e Nuns live their lives in a very peaceful way and pray together �ve times a day.
�eir home is always referred to as an Abbey and that is why we no longer say
Kylemore Castle. �e nuns came to live here in 1920 after their old Abbey in Belgium
was bombed during World War One.      Watch the video to hear the full story!

4. THE ROOM WITH THE TALL SCREENS TELLS US ABOUT  THE LIFE OF THE NUNS AT 
KYLEMORE TODAY AND ALSO ABOUT THE SCHOOL THAT WAS HERE UNTIL 2010. 
Women who went to school at Kylemore sometimes call themselves ’K-Girls’ even if they are quite old ladies 
now! �is ‘K-Girl’ is wearing a red bow on her uniform, what do you think that meant? Can you see the 
bell that was rung to wake the girls in the morning? Girls from all around the world went to school here 
including some princesses. Can you �nd a picture of one of them? What part of the world did she and her 
sisters come from?

5. NEXT GO THOUGH THE NARROW CORRIDOR TO MITCHELL HENRY’S LIBRARY
Mitchell and Margaret Henry were the people who owned Kylemore Castle. SSsh they are having a chat! 
What type of �sh does Mitchell say was caught today and what country does Margaret ask him to think 
about? Look closely at the big mirror, who do you think the ghosts are?

Fab fact!
Mitchell Henry was

an eye surgeon as well
as businessman,

politician and father!
He kept very busy! 7. Go through the door and look right, you will see a pretty

Victorian bathroom, did you know �ushing toilets were invented
by Sir John Harrington in 1592, what do you think people used
before that?

History Hunters at

6. On the other side of the room is a big 3D map of the estate,
can you �nd where the Gothic Church, Walled Garden and Potato
House are on the map?

8. GO STRAIGHT AHEAD AND THEN UP THE STEPS, STOP IN THE AREA WITH THE BIG 
BLACK FIREPLACE, IMAGINE A ROARING FIRE IN THERE, NICE AND WARM!
Look up to see the glass ceiling over your head. It was used to allow extra light into the building. Very 
important in the days before electricity!

LOOK AROUND!
                              

9. GO UP THE STEPS AND YOU WILL meet the Duke and Duchess of Manchester who lived here 
after the Henry's. �ey are dressed in their best clothes for the Coronation of King Edward the 7th. 
Underneath their picture is a gong can you �nd out what it was used for?

10. GO INTO THE DINING ROOM, IT’S PRETTY FANCY YOU HAVE TO AGREE!
�e table is set for dinner and on the plates are the names of some of the visitors who came to
dine here, who do you think sat in the big chairs at either end of the table? Go and look at the
menu near the windows, what kind of desserts did they have at this time of year?

11. CONTINUE DOWN THE STAIRS INTO THE NEXT ROOM CALLED THE LONG ROOM. 
Here you will learn more about the Henry Family and their favourite hobbies.
Can you see which painting shows Florence as a little girl? �e artist had to paint her dress before he 
met her to paint her face and hands as she was too �dgety to sit still for longer! Can you �nd out what 
sport Florence loved when she was older? Alexander had his own Fire Brigade here at Kylemore, what do 
you think of his shiny helmet and boots, are they the same as what �re �ghters today wear?
        
         One of the banners tells us about Lorenzo, find out where he hid his sweets when he was a little boy!

12. NOW GO DOWN THE STEPS INTO THE BEAUTIFUL DRAWING ROOM.
�is room was a favourite of Margaret Henry and her daughters where they liked to have tea with their 
guests and relax playing the piano, writing, reading and sewing. Can you tell where in the room they did 
each of these things? 

          Look up at the painting of Margaret can you see her 3 rings, 2 gold bracelets and a mother of
          pearl fan, very useful for hiding your face if you felt a little shy!

13. BEFORE YOU LEAVE US HAVE A GOOD LOOK AROUND THE BEAUTIFUL FRONT 
HALL. �e glass cases contain some of the �sh caught by the Henry family, they are looking very fresh for 
150 year old �sh!

          Stand near the stairs and look up at the ceiling, this is what all the ceilings were like before
          our big fire in 1959.

YOU ARE NOW FINISHED SECTION ONE
IF YOU ARE READY FOR MORE HISTORY HUNTING

CONTINUE TO SECTION TWO OR THREE

In the days of the school this area was used for school plays.
�e senior girls were allowed to sit on the stairs to watch the performance,
just imagine the fun they had! �ere is a secret door here somewhere, can you spot it?!

Can you find a portrait
of a famous King in

this room,
what is his name ?

He looks a bit serious,
it must be from fighting

all those battles!



SECTION TWO:

THE GOTHIC CHURCH
THE MAUSOLEUM AND
THE IRONING STONE

1. STOP JUST OUTSIDE THE BIG ABBEY EXIT DOOR. As you leave the Abbey look up to see a 
beautiful angel over the door, she is holding the family coat of arms. Around the door frame you will see 
carvings of pretty birds and surprisingly a lizard! Can you see it?

2. WALK TO THE GOTHIC, when you arrive stretch your neck and look up to see the �gures
leaning from the building. “Where have you seen something like that before today?

3. LEAVE THE GOTHIC CHURCH AND FOLLOW THE SIGN TO THE MAUSOLEUM.
�is little building is where Mitchell and Margaret Henry have been laid to rest. Although Henry left 
Kylemore when his children grew up, this is where he wanted to be buried. 

Mitchell Henry chose this area for the mausoleum because it was so nice and peaceful, sheltered by the woods 
and with a gentle stream flowing nearby.

4. LEAVE THE MAUSOLEUM AND GO A LITTLE FURTHER ALONG THE AVENUE.
On your left you will easily �nd ‘�e Ironing stone’. �is is an actual wishing stone, which maybe you 
thought didn’t exist in real life but here it is. Around a thousand years ago this belonged to a lady giant who 
used it to iron her clothes. One day when she when out the giant children began to play with it but it was 
still hot and they dropped it here in the woods. To make a wish, turn your back and throw your pebble 
over your head, if it goes over the stone your wish will come true!

YOU ARE NOW FINISHED SECTION TWO
SECTION THREE IS IN THE VICTORIAN WALLED GARDEN

YOU CAN WALK OR TAKE THE SHUTTLE BUS

Inside the church you will see beautiful
stone carvings inspired by nature. Somewhere there

are three little birds a bit like the ones on the front of the Abbey.
Can you find them? (Look up high on your way out!)

Don’t miss the beautiful stained glass windows and the
columns made from 4 different coloured marbles.

Take a quite minute to sit and relax and
listen to the nice music.

LOOK AROUND!

FAB FACT
(WARNING THIS ONE IS
MORE SAD THAN FAB)

MARGARET HENRY died while on a family
holiday in Egypt. Her daughter Violet was still
just a baby and all of her family and even her 

servants were heartbroken. Mitchell built
this church as a way of expressing his love

for her, maybe that is why there
are so many angels.

Fab Fact: �ere’s more than one story about the Ironing Stone, read the green sign to discover
another one. How do you think the stone got here? Maybe you could write your own Ironing
Stone legend when you get home!

SECTION THREE

THE VICTORIAN WALLED GARDEN

1. GO TO THE MAIN GATE OF THE GARDEN. 
If you have walked here you will pass through it. If you came by bus, you will see it at the bottom
of the path that goes down the right hand side of the garden. From the main gate, walk forward into
the garden. Along the path on the left you will see an unusual tree that looks like a spiky Christmas tree. 
�is is called a Monkey-puzzle. Can you guess why it got this name? �e Gardeners who worked here over 
100 years ago loved to collect unusual plants and trees like this one.

2. TURN AROUND AND GO UP THE PATH TO THE FIRST GLASSHOUSE.
When Mitchell Henry lived here there were 21 glasshouses just like this one, only bigger and fancier!
�ey were used to grow all kinds of fruit such as melons, pineapples, grapes, peaches and bananas.
Look at the big green sign to see what the glasshouses used to look like.

3. GO TO THE TOOL SHED NEAR THE TOP OF THE GARDEN.
In here are lots of old tools that have been found in the gardens over the years. Look in the glass case. On 
the left hand side you will see 4 little objects, these are clay tobacco pipes that have been found in the 
�owerbeds. Can you believe that people used to think that smoking was good for you? All the gardeners 
100 years ago probably smoked pipes like these creating a lot of coughing and smelly smoke!

4. GO TO THE HEAD GARDENERS HOUSE.
�is is the house where the Head Gardener lived with his family. �e Head Gardeners job was a very 
important one and that is why he was given a nice house and treated very well. In the past Head Gardeners 
were almost all male but our Head Gardener today is a woman and her name is Anja.

Peep in the window on the left, can you see what the Head Gardener has been working at? 
What kind of special instrument is on the work table?

5. �ere’s lots more exploring to do in the garden, check out the Vegetable Garden, the Herb Garden, 
Herbaceous Border and the Fernery before going to find our Pig Stye just outside the Garden Walls. Can 
you �nd out the names of our two friendly pigs? �ey are a very special type of breed what is it? 

6. Not far from the Pig Pen are the Giant Steps, a perfect place to take a rest and look at the mountains and 
the woods. How many ponies can you see in the �eld today? Read the signs nearby the to �nd out more 
about them, what type of ponies are they?

CONGRATULATIONS! YOU HAVE FINISHED THE HUNT!
TIME TO GO AND PICK UP YOUR HISTORY HUNTER CERTIFICATE!

WE HOPE YOU HAVE HAD LOTS OF FUN!

Fab Fact: Over the years the gardeners have found lots of horse bones buried in the gardens. No its 
not a graveyard for horses, the reason is that horse bone is really good for making grapes grow!


